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During the past months, ROOTS members 
have organised a number of conferences 
and workshops. This culminated in the 2021 
European Association of Archaeologists 
(EAA) annual meeting, “Widening Horizons”, 
which took place at the beginning of Sep-
tember at Kiel University. Furthermore, a 
kick-off summit on “Social Archaeology and 
Climate Change” (SACC) brought together 
experts from around the world in this field. 
A number of fieldwork projects were con-
ducted from Siberia to Azerbaijan and from 
Germany to Greece. Here and on the web-
site, you can find a selection of short reports 
on these activities. Furthermore, one par-
ticular focus of the past months has been 
our growing engagement in public outreach 
activities, including the inauguration of the 
archaeo:lab. 

We are now looking towards a crucial phase 
for ROOTS. The next years will be funda-
mental for our Cluster as we are entering 
key years for publishing and disseminating 
our research findings, and capitalising on 
the many budding interactions we have fos-
tered through our research. The coming year 
will be decisive for the success of ROOTS, 
and we have a number of publications in 
the pipeline on topics ranging from urban 
neighbourhoods to fortification complexes. 
These publications will illustrate the results 
of ROOTS, offering innovative analyses on 
past socio-cultural-environmental connec-
tivities. Another important milestone will be 
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the Cluster retreat in May, which is planned 
with the participation of the members of 
the Advisory Board. This meeting will give 
us a chance to gather, share our progress 
with the board, and focus our efforts for the 
next years.

In the New Year, we look forward to contin-
ued excellent research. I am confident that 
we will all persist in adapting to the chang-
ing conditions of the pandemic and find 
new ways to meet our goals. We wish you 
all the best for the holiday season and have 
a good start in 2022!

Johannes Müller, Speaker of ROOTS

German Research Foundation

Funded by

Now bringing our second year in the Sars-COVID19 pandemic to a close, we continue to 
be inspired by the sustained engagement and creativity of our colleagues. Despite the 
ongoing challenges, we have had a successful year rich in activities and results. We are 
hopeful that after a refreshing break for everyone at home for the holidays, 2022 will 
mark a new opening for inspiring meetings and working together in person.
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News
Franz Boas and ROOTS Initiatives

Award for Max Grund, ROOTS 
Doctoral Candidate

Congratulations to Max Grund, doctoral candidate of 
the subcluster “Urban ROOTS”, who was honoured 
with the biennial grant of the Dr.-Gregorius-Mät-
tig-Stiftung for his PhD project “Kleinstädtisches 
Wirtschaften im Spätmittelalter / The Economics of 
Late Medieval Towns”. The award ceremony took 
place at a festive service in the St. Peter Cathedral of 
Bautzen on 26 September. In his project, Max Grund 
evaluates the use of textuality in questions of eco-
nomic practices. He examines different late medieval 
city books of Upper and Lower Lusatian towns, inves-
tigating entries, user groups and the marks of trust 
and mistrust within the texts.

Franz Boas as a student in Kiel (ca. 1880 –1881).

In commemoration of the 140th anniversary of Franz 
Boas’ doctorate at Kiel University, a scientific work-
shop took place from 18–21 November to renew the 
connection of this outstanding scholar with Kiel. In 
keeping with Boas’ advocacy in fostering close col-
laboration between archaeology and both cultural 
and social anthropology, the colloquium bridged 
viewpoints from different fields, including prehis-
tory and early history, historical and contemporary 
archaeology, ethnography, social and cultural an-
thropology, and philosophical reflection.

In association with this scientific colloquium, a “Boas 
Walks” event was organised to visit the places that 
Franz Boas frequented during his stay in Kiel. 

Furthermore, the relaunch of the prestigious “Ethno-
graphisch-Archäologische Zeitschrift” as an annual 
periodical is scheduled for June 2022. With a focus on 
cross-disciplinary projects, the first issue will feature 
the contributions by the participants of the colloquium. 
It is expected that this journal will offer a vivid scientif-

ic forum for communication between researchers of 
various cultural backgrounds and scientific approach-
es to archaeology.
information and contact:
Henny Piezonka / hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de

mailto:hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de
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In conjunction with the 2021 EAA annual confer-
ence, the first Summit on Social Archaeology of Cli-
mate Change (SACC) took place at Kiel University on  
6 September. The meeting was organised by  
Prof.  Johannes Müller, the Speaker of the Cluster of 
Excellence ROOTS, and Prof. Peter Biehl from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz with the aim of 
discussing the status of worldwide research on social 
archaeology and climate change. 
With the contribution of forty-five international par-
ticipants from the fields of archaeology, heritage con-
servation, and climate research, the meeting gained 
insights from the past that are relevant to current 
transformation processes and can also help us to bet-
ter understand these shifts. 

EAA Annual Meeting 2021
The 2021 Annual Meeting of the European Associa-
tion of Archaeologists (EAA) took place in Kiel from  
6–11 September. The Cluster of Excellence ROOTS to-
gether with the Collaborative Research Centre 1266 
organised this meeting under the auspices of the Jo-
hanna Mestorf Academy of Kiel University. More than 
2500 participants from 66 countries held presenta-
tions on the topic of “Widening Horizons”. 
“Kiel symbolises the widening of horizons through 
the integration of natural and life sciences into  

archaeology, and the inclusion of the most diverse 
research horizons”, as pointed out by Prof. Dr. Felipe 
Criado-Boado, president of the EAA. ROOTS members 
initiated seven sessions and presented more than 30 
papers on results of their investigations on past so-
cio-environmental-cultural connectivity. 
Climate change was a crucial topic during the Annual 
Meeting of the EAA, leading to the adoption of a Euro-
pean “Kiel EAA Declaration”, which states that climate 
change endangers archaeological legacies. 

First Summit on Social Archaeology of Climate Change (SACC) 
– Research Findings Adopted as a Climate Declaration

Archaeological excavations uncover human history layer by layer. The data 
on environmental and social developments sheds light on the impact of 
climate change.
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People 

“My research focuses on past human-environment interactions in 
semi-arid and arid environments, specifically in Southwest Asia. My 
approaches range from studying the impact of climate change on ear-
ly farming societies throughout Southwest Asia by using radiocarbon 
dates, to remote sensing and ground survey of smaller areas, culminat-
ing in isotope studies of specific sites. In Kiel, I am part of the Archaeo-
logical Stable Isotope Laboratory, where I focus both methodologically 
on what variables affect plant and animal isotopes and on applying 
stable isotope analysis to Neolithic archaeological samples from the 
Southern Levant to understand past environments, agricultural prac-
tices, pastoralism, and mobility.”

People in ROOTS: Pascal Flohr

vita

Since March 2021, Pascal Flohr, born in ’s-Hertogenbosch (the Netherlands), has been working as a post-doc in the ROOTS 
subcluster “Dietary ROOTS”. She completed her PhD in archaeological science at the University of Reading in 2012. She held a 
post-doctoral research position for Endangered Archaeology in the ‘Middle East and North Africa Project’ of the University of 
Oxford (UK) and before that she held a position at the Department of Archaeology at the University of Reading (UK). 

People in ROOTS: Andreas Schwab

“In my research, I make use of the treasure of ancient 
Greek texts, literature, and knowledge and their con-
texts. In several projects, I explore the historiogra-
phy, ethnography, and the religious and knowledge 
studies of Herodotus – the ‘anthropologist’ avant la 
lettre in the ancient world. In doing so, I cooperate 
with researchers of other disciplines, such as Egyp-
tology, Ancient History, Archaeology and Achaemenid 
Studies, from Kiel and around the world. In addition 
to the launch of an open-access Journal ‘Syllogos: 
dedicated to the study of Herodotus and his World’, 
a multidisciplinary volume co-edited with the Egyptol-
ogist Alexander Schütze (LMU Munich) on ‘Herodote-
an Soundings: The Cambyses Logos’ is forthcoming. 
Furthermore, in one of my Heisenberg-projects, I am 
working on a polyphonic history of ancient Greek 
religion, knowledge and philosophy in the fifth cen-
tury. In another project, I investigate the interplay of 
anthropology, knowledge and exegesis in recently 
rediscovered texts of Origen of Alexandria, a highly 
creative mind in Early Christianity.”

vita

Andreas Schwab was appointed as a Heisenberg-Professor for 
Classics, esp. Ancient Greek, and as a new ROOTS Professor for 
Knowledge Studies in September 2021. Born in Biberach an der 
Riss, he studied Classical Philology, Philosophy, Religious Studies, 
Papyrology and Theology in Munich, Paris, Trier and Newcastle 
upon Tyne (UK). He completed his PhD in Classics in 2009. He was 
an Assistant Professor in Regensburg and Heidelberg from 2010–
2017 and was awarded a Solmsen Fellowship at the IRH in Mad-
ison-Wisconsin, USA in 2015/2016. He received his habilitation at 
Heidelberg University in 2017, was a Professor for Ancient Greek 
and Religious Studies of Antiquity at LMU Munich from 2016–2020 
and was a DFG-Heisenberg-Fellow at the University of Bonn in 2020.
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Fieldwork and Activities

of Archaeology and Ethnography, Russian Academy 
of Science, Novosibirsk, and the EthnoArkheoCentr, 
Khanty-Mansiysk plan to return to the Sel’kup fami-
lies in 2022.

Ethnoarchaeological Fieldwork 
in the West Siberian Taiga

From 11–12 November, an international colloquium 
dealt with a meso-scale of urbanity: neighbourhoods, 
city quarters and districts. While the term neighbour-
hood was used to address the surrounding of an in-
dividual’s home, the term district designates an area 
with specific qualities which differ from those of other 
areas of a city. The contributions addressed the so-
cio-spatial patterning of cities, such as Athens, Rome, 
Ostia and Pompeii, by focusing on an analysis of the 
three-dimensional urban space. This contributes to a 
multidimensional and differentiated understanding 
of urban space and time at different scales. The anal-
ysis of neighbourhoods and city quarters provides im-
portant insights for a deeper understanding of urban 
agency and perception, which are a core research fo-
cus of the members of the subcluster “Urban ROOTS”.

International Colloquium “The Dynamics 
of Neighbourhoods and Urban Quarters”

In August 2021, Henny Piezonka, Morgan Windle 
and Tanja Schreiber conducted ethnoarchaeological 
fieldwork in the depths of the Western Siberia. Here 
they investigated lifeways and practices of Northern 
Sel’kup families, who still use their Samoyed language 
and engage in a mosaic of traditional mobile lifeways 
along the Taz River. The latter include hunting, fish-
ing, gathering, and the incorporation of small-scale 
reindeer herding in their subsistence economy for 
transport purposes. After a long and adventurous 
journey, two weeks in the taiga yielded exciting in-
sights into hunter-gatherer strategies in forest eco-
systems. The research team gained knowledge on 
the human-reindeer systems, including the potential 
processes of reindeer domestication, as well as the 
dynamics of dwelling typology between persistence 
and adaptation from the 17th century AD onwards, 
when the Sel’kup migrated into this region from the 
south and took up reindeer husbandry. The ROOTS 
team together with the cooperation partners Alek-
sandr Kenig and Andrei Novikov from the Institute 

for more information, please contact: 
Henny Piezonka / hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de
Tanja Schreiber / tschreiber@roots.uni-kiel.de
Morgan Windle / mwindle@roots.uni-kiel.de

for more information, please contact: 
Annette Haug / ahaug@klassarch.uni-kiel.de

Morgan (left) and Tanja (right) visiting the Bayakin’s reindeer at the 
summer camp.

mailto:hpiezonka@ufg.uni-kiel.de
mailto:tschreiber@roots.uni-kiel.de
mailto:mwindle@roots.uni-kiel.de
mailto:ahaug@klassarch.uni-kiel.de
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In September 2021, a team of ROOTS members from 
the subcluster “Roots of Conflict: Competition and 
Conciliation”, together with cooperating archaeolo-
gists from ArkVest - Arkæologi Vestjylland, started a 
week-long excavation, coring, and geomagnetic cam-
paign in the Danish Øster Lem Hede, West-Jutland. 

Fieldwork and Activities
Research Campaign at a Danish Enclosure

for more information, please contact: 
Anna K. Loy / aloy@roots.uni-kiel.de or 
Solveig Ketelsen / sketelsen@roots.uni-kiel.de

Integrated Methods for the Investigation 
of Kurgans in Azerbaijan

for more information, please contact: 
Andrea Ricci / aricci@roots.uni-kiel.de

In the framework of the “Burial Mounds of the South 
Caucasus (4000-1 BCE)” project of the ROOTS subclus-
ter “Inequalities”, a team led by Andrea Ricci, Wolfgang 
Rabbel and Jutta Kneisel conducted geophysical inves-
tigations on the Uzun Rama plateau of Central Azerbai-
jan in November 2021. This area, which was exclusively 
dedicated to burying the dead for over two millennia, 
reveals the presence of numerous large communal 
kurgans dated to the Kura-Araxes period (i.e. 4th mil-
lennium BCE), as well as smaller Late Bronze Age/Early 
Iron Age burial mounds.
This pilot field season, conducted in cooperation with 
Dr. Bakhtiyar Jalilov from the Azerbaijani Academy of 
Science in Baku, enabled the ROOTS team to test the 
efficacy of three different geophysical methods (i.e. 
georadar, geoelectric, and geomagnetic) on the kur-
gans, as well as to document them with kite photos. 
This new acquired data on the dimensional and mor-
phological variability of the kurgans and their topo-

graphic and geological setting provides crucial informa-
tion to reconstruct the relationship between the burial 
mounds and their surrounding landscapes as well as to 
infer early developments of social inequalities.

Research campaign at a Danish enclosure. Geomagnetic survey in the 
heath lands.

The investigation focused on the still visible rampart 
and ditch, which enclose the elevated portions of a 
knoll at the edge of the protected heath landscape.
The site is situated in an archaeologically rich land-
scape that shows evidence of long occupation 
throughout Danish prehistory and history. The geo-
graphic proximity to the Ringkøbing Fjord, intersec-
tions of rows of burial mounds characterising the 
landscape, and the Hulbælter (pit row alignments) 
uncovered by recent excavations and further sites 
underline the importance of the wider region. Celtic 
fields are present to the east of Øster Lem Hede, and 
a Pre-Roman Iron Age settlement was excavated in 
the 1930s, located a few hundred meters to the north 
of the site. 
An evaluation and analysis of the results of the cam-
paign are now in progress and will appear in a corre-
sponding publication.

Geophysical investigation on on the Uzun Rama Plateau, Azerbaijan.

mailto:aloy@roots.uni-kiel.de
mailto:sketelsen@roots.uni-kiel.de
mailto:aricci@roots.uni-kiel.de
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Beyond the Ivory Tower:  
ROOTS Meets Primary Schools

Public Outreach

Youtube and Twitter

In a hands-on project, schoolchildren can now discov-
er how people lived in Schleswig-Holstein during the 
Neolithic Age. Through excavations and experiments, 
the archaeo:lab of the Kiel Science Factory welcomes 
primary school classes with a range of stations to il-
lustrate past basic human needs: housing, nutrition, 
clothing, the environment and social interaction. The 
research results and the everyday work of the scien-
tists of ROOTS are directly incorporated into the con-
cept of the archaeo:lab program. Currently oriented 
towards fifth to seventh grade pupils, the project will 
be soon expanded for higher grade levels.
Furthermore, members of ROOTS regularly meet 
school pupils. Katharina Fuchs and Ben Krause-Kyo-
ra, researchers in the ROOTS subcluster “Diets”, vis-
ited the 3rd and 4th grade classes at Groß Vollstedt 
primary school. The children were fascinated by tales 
about the ice mummy Ötzi or about what old skele-
tons can tell us about past life. Without fear of con-
tact, they marvelled at the large size of a mammoth 
tooth, how the lower jaws of men and women in the 
Middle Ages differed from each other, and at the ra-
zor-sharp Stone Age tools. Furthermore, the pupils 
showed great talent in a biological experiment in 

At the pottery and social interaction station, the students document their 
excavation finds. The sherds not only provide information about what kind 
of vessels the people of Schleswig-Holstein used in the Neolithic period, but 
also about the regions with which they were in contact.

which they extracted DNA from strawberries with the 
help of conventional household products such as salt 
and washing-up liquid.

The Cluster of Excellence ROOTS has recently ex-
panded its social media presence with a YouTube 
channel and a Twitter account.

You can visit the ROOTS YouTube site here: 
https://tinyurl.com/33a2vtb6

And the Twitter account here: 
https://twitter.com/ClusterRoots

Please feel free to follow and subscribe to the chan-
nel and the account, and interact with them! 
Stay tuned for more updates!

more information: 
A visit to the archaeo:lab can now be booked via the website: 
www.forschungs-werkstatt.de/labore/archaeolabor/
And if you are interested in a visit to your school 
by ROOTS members, please get in touch with the 
ROOTS Office: office@roots.uni-kiel.de 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpbTQW_WUOtxyqBnt8awMuA
https://twitter.com/ClusterRoots
https://www.forschungs-werkstatt.de/labore/archaeolabor/
mailto:office@roots.uni-kiel.de
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Events

contact
 Speaker: Prof. Dr. Johannes Müller
 johannes.mueller@ufg.uni-kiel.de

	 Scientific	Coordinators:	 
 PD Dr. Mara Weinelt, Dr. Andrea Ricci
 office@roots.uni-kiel.de

address 
 Cluster of Excellence ROOTS
 Kiel University
	 Leibnizstr.	3
	 24118	Kiel,	Germany
 www.cluster-roots.org
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Due to the current SARS-CoV-2 situation, our events might 
change. Please check our website for more information under

www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events

Johannes Bröcker Lecture Series
10 January 2022

Hybrid meeting at Kiel Universi-
ty (venue tba) and on zoom

ROOTS Cluster Retreat 2022 
with the Advisory Board
12-13 May 2022

Kiel (venue tba)

International Colloquium 
Stadterweiterungen
8-11 June 2022

Kiel (venue tba)

Biweekly Colloquium:  
“Conjunctions and Disjunctions in 
Interpretations of European Iron 
Age Socio-temporal Meshworks”

by Dr. Bettina Arnold
17 January 2022

Venue t.b.a.

Biweekly Colloquium:  
“Things and Monuments as Resources  
of Sociality. On Social Transformations 
in Etruria and the Magna Graecia 
in the First Millennium BC” 

by Dr. Beat Schweizer
31 January 2021

Virtual

mailto:johannes.mueller@ufg.uni-kiel.de
mailto:office@roots.uni-kiel.de
http://www.cluster-roots.org
http://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events
https://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events/various/johannes-brocker-lecture
https://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events/various/2022-roots-retreat-with-advisory-board
https://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events/conferences-workshops/kolloquium-stadterweiterungen
https://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events/biweekly-colloquia/biweekly-colloquium-201cconjunctions-and-disjunctions-in-interpretations-of-european-iron-age-socio-temporal-meshworks201d
https://www.cluster-roots.uni-kiel.de/en/calendar-events/biweekly-colloquia/biweekly-colloquium-201cthings-and-monuments-as-resources-of-sociality-on-social-transformations-in-etruria-and-the-magna-graecia-in-the-first-millennium-bc201d

